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Preface: 
When selecting and citing an image, graph, chart, figure, video, audio file, or other form of 

multimedia for use by The International Scholar (ITS), it is necessary to abide by all relevant 

licensing and attribution rules to avoid violating copyright law. Should a copyright issue arise, the 

individual in question will be legally responsible for any and all liabilities resulting from the violation 

or infringement of copyright laws that were perpetuated through The International Scholar. 

For textual attributions and citation guidelines, see the ITS Style Guide. 

——————— 
The ITS Attributions Guide is the intellectual property of The International Scholar, and intended for personal use only. You may not 

share, publish, reproduce, distribute, or transmit this document in part or in full in any form or by any means.  

If you wish to share this document with others for personal use, you may provide them directions to download the document from the 

ITS website. 
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Photos 
● In principle, there are six types of image licenses — outside of the Public Domain — that 

require attribution per Creative Commons. A useful acronym for remembering the key elements 

of attribution is TASL: Title, Author (legal name or username), Source (URL or hyperlink), and the 

type of License the image is available under, as well as a link to the license deed. If the author 

has certain attribution requests — such as they do not wish to be referenced by name — then 

abide by all given requests. If the image was modified in any way, shape, or form, an additional 

line of attribution stating what modifications were made is required (e.g., “desaturated from 

original”). In instances where there is no clear author for the photo, simply do not use the 

image. 

Common, acceptable sources that ITS often peruses for images:  

● Flickr 

○ License type: Creative Commons licenses. 

● Google Images  

○ Select “tools”; license type; Creative Commons licenses. 

● Pexels 

○ All photos are free to use without attribution. 

● Unsplash 

○ All photos are free to use without attribution. 

Guide to Photo Licensing Types 
1. Public Domain 

a. Public Domain images are not protected by any form of copyright — or the 

copyright has expired — as they currently exist. These types of images can be used 

by almost any individual, company, or organization for personal and commercial 

reasons without necessary legal attribution. However, providing attribution is 

strongly suggested regardless of whether or not the image is Public Domain, which 

covers all material published by the United States prior to 1923. 

2. Creative Commons 

a. Attribution (CC BY): “This license lets others distribute, remix, adapt, and build upon 

your work, even commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation. 

This is the most accommodating of licenses offered. Recommended for maximum 

dissemination and use of licensed materials.” 

b. Attribution-ShareAlike (CC BY-SA): “This license lets others remix, adapt, and build 

upon your work even for commercial purposes, as long as they credit you and 

license their new creations under the identical terms. This license is often compared 
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to “copyleft” free and open source software licenses. All new works based on yours 

will carry the same license, so any derivatives will also allow commercial use. This is 

the license used by Wikipedia, and is recommended for materials that would benefit 

from incorporating content from Wikipedia and similarly licensed projects.” 

c. Attribution-NoDerivs (CC BY-ND): “This license lets others reuse the work for any 

purpose, including commercially; however, it cannot be shared with others in 

adapted form, and credit must be provided to you.” 

d. Attribution-NonCommercial (CC BY-NC): “This license lets others remix, adapt, and 

build upon your work non-commercially, and although their new works must also 

acknowledge you and be non-commercial, they don’t have to license their derivative 

works on the same terms.” 

e. Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike (CC BY-NC-SA): “This license lets others 

remix, adapt, and build upon your work non-commercially, as long as they credit you 

and license their new creations under the identical terms.” 

f. Attribution-Non-Commercial-NoDerivs (CC BY-NC-ND): “This license is the most 

restrictive of our six main licenses, only allowing others to download your works and 

share them with others as long as they credit you, but they can’t change them in 

any way or use them commercially.” 

3. Stock Photos 

a. Stock photos include images that creators lease out to individuals, companies, or 

organizations who are willing to pay the creator’s licensing fee. Generally avoid 

stock photos; however, in instances where a stock photo is purchased for use, the 

photo may be used in any way that is acceptable according to the creator’s 

licensing agreement. 

4. Personal Images 

a. If the image in question is of personal origin — as in the photo was taken by the 

writer or editor themselves — then there are no attribution requirements. 

5. Reusing Social Media Images 

a. To reuse or reshare images already posted on social media platforms, it is necessary 

to still abide by all applicable attribution rules. To correctly attribute the photo, 

reach out to the original account from which the photo was posted and explicitly 

ask for permission to reuse on behalf of The International Scholar. If permission is 

granted, attribute the image as needed according to the licensing rules stated 

above. 

6. GIFs 

a. Do not use GIFs under any circumstance. 
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Graphs, Charts, & Figures 
● When citing a graph, chart, or figure, it is necessary to provide a caption that includes in 

some fashion: 1) the title of the work and/or what the work shows, and 2) a credit line that 

mentions and/or links to the source. 

● While there is no definitive structure or format for a caption, the aforementioned 

information must be provided below the image within the text. If any other sources were 

used, mention them alongside the term “Source.” In the caption, label the works as they 

appear alongside the term “Fig.” or “Figure” and place a period after the figure number (e.g, 

“Fig. 1.” or  “Figure 1.”). When positioning within the text, center the graph, chart, or figure 

on the page and left-justify the caption. 

● E.g.: 

 
Figure 1. U.S. Defense Spending (in Billions of Dollars) Compared to the Next Seven 

Countries. Graph courtesy of the Peter G. Peterson Foundation. 

Videos & Audio Files 
● When attributing or citing a video or audio file, include the same elements in the caption as 

mentioned in the attribution acronym “TASL”: Title, Author, Source, and License. Be sure to 

mention the date and medium if possible (e.g. DVD or CD). 
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“There is nothing worse than a sharp image of a fuzzy concept.” 

— Ansel Adams 

Questions? Email the Editorial Division at theintlscholar.editorial@gmail.com. 
All rights reserved. No part of this document may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including 

photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior and explicit written permission of The 

International Scholar.
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